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Mr. Retsinas did not act on the report
until its discovery last week by other top
HUD officials, leading to Hamilton’s firing.

- Retsinas has refused to be interviewed.,

Carol F. Steinbach, a Hamilton official,
also refused comment yesterday.

Jenner & Block’s representation of Ham-
ilton has complicated President Clinton’s
nomination of Gail Laster as HUD's general
counsel, according to Senate sources, be-
cause Mrs. Laster is married to the firm’s
managing partner, Donald B, Verrilli Jr,

As HUD’s chief lawyer, Mrs. Laster
would be barred from participating in legal
issues involving HUD and Hamilton as long
as her husband’s firm represents Hamilton,
administration sources said yesterday.

Corruption charges swirling around
HUD and Hamilton are the department’s
most pressing legal matters.

Howard B. Glaser, HUD's acting general
caunsel, has been heading the department’s
legal work on the disputed loan sales while

- Mrs. Laster awaits Senate confirmation.
Mr. Glaser would continue that work as .

Mrs. Laster’s deputy general counsel,
shielding her and the department from any
conflict of interest, the official said.

Chester Kamin, chief lawyer for Jenner
& Block’s litigation unit, said yesterday the
firm will “vigorously represent” Hamilton
and recuse or screen Mr. Vermilli from any
actions “adverse to the spouse’s . . . institu-
tion” He said Mrs. Laster’s husband has
done no work for Hamilton and “will not be
involved in any way.”

Robert Pincus, president of Franklin Na-
tional Bank, Hamilton’s banker, yesterday
denied reports by laid-off employees that
Hamilton was closing.

“They have other work and are looking
for other sources of revenue,” the bank
president said after a meeting yesterday
with Hamilton’s directors.
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